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This three pait Bulletin tsries sn 20 yeurs of CIA
estimates of Spviet military cspabilities revizws tyo
decailes of charges that shwe ie early 19603 the CIA
has Systere. ally uvndecesideaisd Soviet mildtary
soending, technical capamiiinsg and waapors ceploy-
ment.

Today's first instatlmant, ““The Security Blankei

. Trat Failed,” explerss *h2 gcone of tne blunders as

gesn by a number of 2xnerts wao have analyzad the

reports during borh Ravablican and Demoersidc
Adminisirations. '

Partl:

Q“h,e sacurity Diz

* By WILLIaH F. PARHAM
‘Bulletin Stast Writer

WASHINGTON — The U.S. government has wasted
billicrs of dcllars over the zast two decades on
inaccurate estimates and “srecasts of Soviel military
spending and capabilitizs, according fo present and

former 0.8, intalligence and defense officials.

Ever since the Soviets einconcagad the U.S. in the late
14308 to over=stimate Sovist depleyment and accuracy
of intercontinental bailisiic missiles (ICBMs) which led

to the famous “rnissile gap”, U.S. Presidents and
Congresses have reacned wins limits agresments with
the Soviets and have detarmined U.S. defense invest-
ments on the basis of inaccurate intelligence about what
the Soviets were spending on deiense and whal wescons
they were planning to depioy, strategically as well 43
tactically, The Bulletinhaslearped.” .

The inaccuraie intelligence has been the subject of
often heated debate within the intelligence commurdty
since the mid-1560s, with some critics elaiming they .
were forced out of the Cla lor quessoaing the agercy’s
figures. Recently, mure oininous questions have been -
raised about pessitle explanations for the errors.

Was it simply the result of bureaucratic bungling or
stuboormess on tre pait of inose involved, some of the
critics ask. Oc w28 it the result of Soviet deception
pessibly including “racies” or Soviet agents in high
positions in the U.S. goverpmpem?

Whatever the cause, it is beginning to dawn on
Capitol Hill and throughout the new Administéation that
the_money wasted on Lhe poor estimates may be oniy
the tip of a very unpleasaut iceterg.

An even more significani cest of the 11.S. intelligence
community’s persistently low estimates rmay be realized
in the hundreds of billions of dolars the U.5. may cecide
to spend during the 138Cs on extremely expensive crash
programs,. such as ihe MY rmissile, to prevert the
Soviets frem gaining an irreversible mnilitary sdvantage,
exft‘e%lsesgésn caten-up programs tai over the next
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to be even further i 1n nive years than it is now.

— The CIA was apparently caugrt wnawares by the
introduction, refinement ordeployment qguantity or Ui~
ing of at least 13 major new Soviel weapons 573t2ms and
technologies. . ' o

- Also, analysis of the annual Posture Statereants o
the various Secretaries of Dafanse against zubeequay2
develonments shows the CIA was caught by msre manld
or extensive development or deployment than It.2wd
expected of numerous Systens and tschncisgies, o
ing: ’ o - CL

— A large deployment of Soviet medivm Somberd fa’
the late 1050s and early 1960s; T

— A large deployment of medm/iniropetints:
range ballistic missites (S/TABMs) In the sama period;

— The deployment of a secand generation i sub-
launcked ballistic missiles (SLBMs), S83-N43, cn & et

. of Yankee-class subs in the mid-158¢s; .
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- The deployment ¢f multiple iadependently tar ata-
ble reentry vahicle (MIRV) warbeads z.n.f..i.,j’:rg
7= The developmant of a third gererstion o Sovist
intercontinental hallistic rpissiles (ICEM3), w 2213,
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